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O0A Saturday 11th Dec. 1886 about 2 o'clock P. M. I was requested
by Col. Jas. H. Rion to come down and dine with him as it was the 35
anniversary of his wedding day.

I reached his home about 3% o'clock and almost immediately sat
down to dinner. There was none but his £9mily present with the
exception of myself. I mentioned during the course of dimner that I
wished to examine some urine under his microscope, to which he readily
assented. After eating we sat around the fire and smoked a cigar.

When he directed the microscope to be placed upon the dining table and
it then being near dark, he inquired for the lamp which he was in the
habit of using end when that was gotten ready he stepped toward the
table for the purpose of arranging the instrument., Almost immediately
he placed his hand upon his chest over the region of the heart,
exclaiming "my what a pain", "what a pain, Angina". We seated him on

a chair and he leaned his head upon the table for a few minutes. When
he ralsed his head from the table the expression was fearful, his skin
was as white as marble and as cold, while large globules of sweat
stood upon his face and he kept on exclaiming my what pain, how I
suffer. We then laid him upon a lounge near by and I administered
different remedies until the brunt of the attack passed off. When
comparatively relieved he requested to be raised to a sitting position
supported on either side by his two sons Willie and Holbrook. He sppke
of the distribution of his property and expressed to Mrs. Rion his
wishes regarding it. Mrs. Rion being hard of hearing it was necessary
to repeat to her what was sald and Willie or myself performed that
duty. After finishing about his property he said "I have a secret,

a great secret, I hardly know how to tell it, but I want you to under-
stand that if I recover it must never be mentioned or alluded to in any
way". He then said I am the son, Willie interrupted him and said "Yes
Father we know". He replied, "but you don't know, I am the son of
Louls XVII. My Father was the Dauphin of France. He was supposed to
have died and was buried, but when the grave was examined there were

no remains in it. The Duchess D!'Orleans substituted a deaf and dumb
boy in his place, and he bearing the name of Rion (to prevent his belng
assassinated) was sent to Montreal, Ca. My Father lived in Montreal
and later in 1life married a Miss Hunter daughter of Col. Hunter in the
British army. She was uneducated but was a handsome woman. My Father
married her so as to have sons. I was baptized in the Catholic Cathe-
dral. At my Father's death I was turned over to Mr. Calhoun, the then
Sec. Of War with papers substantiating my claims so that he could
prosecute them. He sagid also that papers substantiating this claim
would be found in the records of the Austrian Court. That he did not
know of these racts until he was 21 years of age when he was pledged to
secrecy and forbidden to take any steps to convey him back. That when
he was baptized a glass cross was placed around his neck, that a
snuffbox which he possessed surmounted with jewels was once owned by the

</

Duc D!'Orleans and that the jewels represented a crown whilst the O stood:;'

for Orleans, that a:ball known in the family as the French ball was one
of his play things, that the tureen silver had belonged to the Orleans
family and that all of these things formed a part of the proof of what
he was saying. That by looking in his Bible we would find that the date
of his Birth and I think his Father's death would be found recorded in
Kings I x II. ST



He further said that Mrs. Rion had cften expressed a wish to have the ;
diamonds in the snuff box set for Jewelry but he directed her not to do so
unless there was absolute need as it was an important link in the chain
of evidence.

He dwelt upon the importance of these things as evidence and insisted
that no effort was to be made by Preston his eldest Son to establish his
@}aim unless a French Man of War was sent over for him which would be g

irtual acknowledgement of the right.

He stated also that he hed always refused any clvil office because
taking the oath wonld inwmalidate his claim, that military honors he was
always fond of and did not refuse. In answer to a question as to who
would succeed to this right he replied Preston his eldest son and after
him Jimmie his Preston's son. He was anxious to know if I thought this
narrative of his was the result of a delusion produced by morphine, fear
of death or from any other extransous csuse. I replied no, that his
word was sufficient for me.

He then dismissed the subject except once again to ask the question
1f I thought fear had anything to do with it and then went on to say
that he had never experienced the sensation of fear but once in his 1life,
that hls passions were controlled by his Judgment, that he had been in :
many battles but never had felt fear except once when retiring from the |
lines before Petersburgh he experlienced g sensstion which was différent
from any ever felt before and he knew it was fear. ‘

These questions and accounts of his sensations were to test my opinion 1
of his calmness and accuracy of hls statements. i

He was then selzed witk a chill or rigor and again complained of the
chest. After heating him with bottles of water and rubing him he sank
into a sleep from which he would never be aroused, T had laid down near :
the bed on a lounge to rest myself & suppose must have dropped to sleep |
for after 2 o'clock I knew nothing until I was aroused by Mrs. Rion seying
that she believed that Col. Rion was dying. T immedlately went to the
bed side and placing my hand upon the pulse found 1t extinet and his
breath came in gasps, I tried to arouse him by injecting him with ether
and shaking him by the shoulders but it was of no avall, At 3:15 o'clock
he sank to rest as peacefully and quietly as an infant. I should have
atated that 1t was at 3:15 AM on Sunday the 12th of Dec, 1886 that he died.

On Tuesday the l4th of Dec. 1886 he was buried in the Churchyard of
the Presbyterian Church at Winnsboro, So. Car. attended to his last |
resting place by the Gov. of the State, Fon. J. P. Richerdson, Genl. i
Haygood, Judge Haskell, end numerous delegations of different bodies o
which he was a membdr. His funeral services were conducted by the
celebrated Dr. Woodrow and he was laid in his grave by the Masonic Soclety i
of this place.

I have endeavored to set forth all of the prominent facts without
going into detail of the last will of this truly great and noble man, I
have set down nothing but what I am positive he said and endeavored to give
his language as far as I could.

Sworn to before me Dec. 22nd 18886 '

". H. Kerr g
C.C.P. R. B. Hanahen M, D,
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